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TELEPHONE, CHESTNUT 1-7354 


April 20, 1956 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Attorney at Law 
Edison Brothers 
00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 1, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


About noon yesterday delivery was made of the 
photostats of the Natchez money and lithograph of one of the early 
river steamers named Natchez. 


Much as I appreciate your courtesy, I would 
like you to know that my interest, even beyond personal, was in 
sending these photostats to Dewey A. Somdal, a prominent architect 
of Shreveport, La., who is a specialist on anything pertaining to 
the steamers Natchez owned by Capt. Thomas P. Leathers, It is a 
foregone conclusion that by the time I return in early May from an 
Ohio River trip there ought to be a response from Mr. Somdal. If 
so, I shall take pleasure in letting you hear about it by way of 
further appreciation. My regards. 


Yours very truly, 
_Dend\ re da SE 


Editor of The Waterways Journal 


DTw/ceb 


April 26, 1956 


Mr. Donald T. Wright 
Publisher and Editor 
fhe Waterways Journal 
Chemical Building 

Ste Louis 1, Missouri 


Dear Mr, Wright: 
Thank you for your nice letter of April 206 


i thought it might be well worthewhile for you 
to know that the enlarged picture of the river 


beat unloading from an ocean boat is from Cire 


culating Notes issued by the geet ong (ty Shipping 
seaaeny in 1637. It is found on the $5, $10 and 
20. 


I? I can be helpful in getting any further infor 
mation about either of the pictures, let me know. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Yours very truly, 


HEsdv 


DONALD T. WRIGHT FRED HUME, JR. JAMES V. SWIFT MARTHA F. KRANEFUSS 
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TELEPHONE, CHESTNUT 1-7354 


May ey 1956 


Mr. Eric P, Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


Upon my return from last Sunday's steamboat race 
at Huntington, W. Va., I have found your letter of April 26. The 
data in the second paragraph about the picture of the river boat 
Natchez greatly enhances the value of the reprint and I am exceed- 
ingly indebted. Also exceedingly indebted will be the friends in 
New Orleans and other places with whom I have shared the extra prints 
you so kindly sent. 


The earliest Natchez steamer of which we have a 
record here is a sidewheeler of 782 tons, built at Baltimore, Md., 
in 1838. The data states she was built by Natchez planters and New 
Orleans merchants for direct service between Natchez and New York City 
and that in 1838 she actually made three trips in this through trade. 


Very truly yours, 


minted onal = 7; Ne vor San 


Editor of The Waterways Journal 
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May 8, 1956 


Mere Ds As Somdal 
Neild-Somdal-Associates 
960 Jordan Street 
Shreveport, Louisiana 


Dear Mr.Somdal: 


It was a pleasure to be able to furnish you and Mr, Wright 
with something new concerning the ships named Natcheg and 


‘ I: fully appreciate your enthusiasm for this type of know~- 


ledge. I have the same enthusiasm for anything that has 
. to do with early currency. 


As to the picture of the Natchez on the Mississippi Shipping 
‘Company note, I cheeked and determined that the signed note 
of this issue which I have is dated March 15, 1838 which 
confirms exactly to Mr. Wright's statement that the Nateheg 
was built in Baltimore about 1838 and actually made three 
trips between Natehes and New York City in that year, The 
banknote engraving was made in Philadelphia and, therefore, 
the drawings for the ship could readily have been available. 


I wish to thank you, very much, for the two pieces of paper 
money and I did not. have the particular issue of Parish serip 
which you sent, The Louisiana state issue, I will give to 
somé Boy Scout who takes the coin collecting merit badge 

from mes 


Ag to the Confederate notes which you have, I would very much 
like to have the opportunity to go over them, even if they 

are generally common varieties, as those of us who are ine 
terested in this field customarily find new technical varieties 
‘and new information concerning their use, If you wish to 

send them to me T would appreciate looking at them. If you 
have no particular use for them the Boy Scouts whe take the 
merit badge here will be delighted te own a specimen or 906 


i an certainly glad Mr. wright told me about your work, 


Sincerely yours, 


-EPNJ/atb > ERIC P. NBWHAN 
be: Nr. Donald f, Wright - Re: . 
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TELEPHONE, CHESTNUT 1-7354 


June 8, 1956 


5 
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Mr. Eric Newman 

Edison Bros, Stores Inc, 
00 Washington Avemue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newmans 


One of the reproductions of the money showing the 
Natchez at New Orleans was sent to Mr. Leonard V. Huber, }8)1 Canal 
Street, New Orleans, the recently elected president of the Louisiana 
Landmark Society, Ince, of that city. 


Mr. Huber recently responded with a letter and I copy 
the first two paragraphs for your possible interest and information: 


"Thanks for sending the copies of correspondence which I greatly 
enjoyed reading and which I herewith return. With reference to 
the "Natchez" of 1838 I am wondering if some of our authorities 
haven't their information a little mixed, I think that probably 
they are confusing the Bark "Natchez" which was in operation in 
180 as per enclosed Bill of Lading. (Please return) Secondly 
at that time (1838) I seriously doubt that an ocean going side= 
wheeler of this size (782 tons) was in operation between Gulf 
and Hastern parts. The common method of shipping along the 
Atlantic Coast was by sail. 


"The little picture of the "Natchez" and the sail boat which 
appears on the money shows a towing operation which was quite 
common here in early days and I believe the steamboat shown is 
the Natchez of 1825 (the one that carried Lafayette from Mobile 
to New Orleans and nearly fell apart in Mississippi Sound while 
enroute). The boats were not transferring cargo as Mr. Newman 





suggests," 
Very truly yours, 
Dew mui getr— 
Editor of The Waterways Journal 
DIW/eb 


cc: Mr. Leonard V. Huber 
cc: Mre Dewey A. Somdal 


